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(54) MAP DISPLAY METHOD AND MAP DISPLAY DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To display map information 
intended by user with simple configuration and processing. 
SOLUTION: When an arbitrary range is designated and 
selected on a map being displayed (120, 122), the longest 
distance in the length or the width of the designated area is 
obtained and the ratio of the longest distance to a display 
screen is obtained (124, 126), a contraction scale for 
displaying the selection area which is designated and selected 
by the user on the display area is obtained from the obtained 
ratio, a contraction scale value nearest to the obtained 
contraction scale is obtained as a set contraction scale (128), 
and coordinate values being the center of the selection area 
are obtained (130), then a map is displayed in accordance with 
the set contraction scale and the center coordinate values of 
the selection area (132). Thus, the range including the 
selection area can be magnified and displayed by obtaining an 
attentional positions to be displayed and the scale from the 
arbitrary range enclosed on the map by the user with a user's 
finger, that is, the selection area. 
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